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ULTIMATE PERU: BIRDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, AND NATURAL HISTORY
with Ann & Rob Simpson, Lord Fairfax Community College
August 3 – 13, 2018

Achieve two travel milestones on 
a single adventure that includes 
Peru’s Amazon rainforest and 
Machu Picchu. Along the way, 
you’ll experience the country’s 
ecosystems, wildlife, extensive 
bird diversity, and indigenous 
cultures under the guidance of 
professional photographers Ann 
and Rob Simpson. This is the 
total Peru experience!

Photos by Ann & Rob Simpson

•	 Discover	new	photographic	techniques	in	the	Amazon	
rainforest	and	the	Sacred	Valley	of	the	Incas.

•	 Seek	out	a	variety	of	Peru’s	spectacular	avian	species,	
including	hummingbirds,	cotingas,	herons,	jacamars,	
and	the	majestic	Andean	Condor.

•	 Spend	time	in	the	iconic	
Machu	Picchu	ruins	
and	other	important	
archaeological	sites.

•	 An	optional	pre-trip	
extension	for	pelagic	bird	
photography	is	available.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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how it was affected by the arrival of Europeans and the passing 
of time. There will also be an opportunity to see some of the 
local crafts and a demonstration of the blowgun, which some of 
the Yagua elders still use for hunting. In the afternoon continue 
exploring trails for sightings of White-eared Jacamar, Agami 
Heron, Capped Heron, and Horned Screamer. Afterward, enjoy 
a brief visit to the town of Indiana to explore its market. Have 
dinner at the lodge. Overnight at Ceiba Tops Lodge. (BLD)

AUGUST 7 - IQUITOS
Early this morning, depart from Ceiba Tops by boat to the narrow 
motorcar crossing that connects the Amazon and Napo Rivers, 
then continue by boat to ExplorNapo Lodge for breakfast. Hike 
to the spectacular Canopy Walkway, the best vantage point for 
observing Amazon wildlife and vegetation. Spanning over one-
third of a mile, the suspended walkway is one of the longest in the 
world. It is connected by tree platforms spread between 14 of the 
area’s largest rainforest trees and reaches a height of over 115 feet, 
but is accessible without any type of climbing skill or equipment. 
After lunch, visit the “ReNuPeRu” Ethnobotanical Garden, where 
over 240 medicinal plants are cultivated by a local shaman who 
will explain the nature of Amazonian natural healing and the uses 
of some of the plants. Return to Ceiba Tops in time to enjoy the 
pool or hammocks or to do some personal photography before 
dinner. The Amazon tapir often appears late in the day. Overnight 
at Ceiba Tops Lodge. (BLD)

AUGUST 8 - SACRED VALLEY
After breakfast, take a morning boat excursion to “Monkey 
Island,” a private reserve that protects several species of tropical 
primates, including small tamarins, saki, titi, and large woolly 
monkeys. Check out and begin the transfer up the Amazon to 
Iquitos, and then fly to Cusco via Lima. Upon arrival in Cusco, 
you will be met by your local guide and transfer to the Sacred 
Valley. Time permitting, visit the Awanakancha Alpaca Center 
en route. The center is a living museum where visitors can see 
llamas, alpacas, and vicuña. A demonstration will show how the 
wool from these South American camelids is used to make woven 
textiles. Continue to the hotel and check in, arriving in the late 
afternoon. Have dinner at the hotel. Overnight at Pakaritampu 
Urubamba Hotel. (BLD)

AUGUST 9 - MACHU PICCHU
Following an early breakfast, transfer to the Ollantaytambo 
Railway Station for your journey to Aguas Calientes. Please note: 
You are only allowed to take a small overnight bag on the train. 
Upon arrival you will take the bus to the top of the mountain for 
your 2 pm guided tour of the ruins at Machu Picchu. Have lunch 
before entering the site at Machu Picchu Sanctuary Lodge. Known 
as “The Lost City of the Incas,” Machu Picchu is probably the 
best-known yet least-understood of all Incan sites. Apart from a 
few locals, nobody knew of Machu Picchu’s existence until 1911, 
when American historian Hiram Bingham stumbled upon the 
thickly overgrown buildings almost by accident. The quality of the 
stonework and the abundance of ornamental sites indicate that 
Machu Picchu must have been an important ceremonial center, 
but knowledge of the city’s history has been lost over time. In the 
late afternoon head to the Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel, 
a bird watcher’s paradise. Here you can find 18 types of native 
hummingbirds and 372 species of orchids, as well as butterflies, 
frogs, and more. Have dinner at the hotel. Overnight at Machu 
Picchu Pueblo Hotel. (BLD)

AUGUST 10 - SACRED VALLEY
In the morning take time to bird and enjoy the Machu Picchu 
Pueblo Hotel surroundings. The spectacular gardens and feeders 

AUGUST 3 - LIMA
Upon arrival in Lima, proceed through Immigration, Baggage 
Claim and Customs before exiting the secured area of the airport. 
The Holbrook representative will be waiting outside the exit door 
with a Holbrook sign. Transfer to the hotel and check in. Please 
note that this is an international travel day; no meals or program 
activities are scheduled on this day. Hotel check-in usually begins 
at 3 pm. Overnight at Best Western Miraflores.

AUGUST 4 - LIMA
After an early breakfast, drive south through the Peruvian desert 
to the significant fishing village of Pucusana. En route, receive 
an orientation to the program and make multiple stops at La 
Villa Marshes for birding and photography. Once in Pucusana, 
board a small but sturdy, outboard motor-powered fishing vessel 
and cruise around the protected harbor. View Pacific sea birds 
including Inca Terns, endemic to the Humboldt Current area, 
and Humboldt Penguins, a very vulnerable species. Learn how 
the Humboldt Current affects this ecosystem and discuss human 
interaction and threats to the species. Have lunch in Pucusana. 
Early this afternoon walk around the ruins and have dinner at 
Huaca Pucllana. Overnight at Best Western Miraflores. (BLD)

AUGUST 5 - IQUITOS
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for a late morning flight to 
Iquitos. Iquitos is a bustling river city and the largest city in the 
Peruvian rainforest, with 600,000 people living in its four districts. 
During the 20th century, the city attracted many European 
immigrants who contributed to a period of great wealth as well 
as commercial and social development. Upon airport arrival, 
receive a brief city orientation and transfer to the Explorama dock. 
Embark on a 25-mile journey down the Amazon River to Ceiba 
Tops, where private rooms with air conditioning and hot water 
provide all the comforts of home. Take an afternoon hike in the 
surrounding primary rainforest reserve, which includes many huge 
trees festooned with epiphytes. After dinner, embark on a short 
walk with your guide to a small lake where caimans can be spotted 
at night and where you can find some of the insects and frogs that 
produce the cacophony that begins after dark. Keep your cameras 
ready for owls, Great Potoos, and fishing bats. Overnight at Ceiba 
Tops Lodge. (BLD)

AUGUST 6 - IQUITOS
Take a morning boat ride to look for pink and gray river dolphins, 
giant otters, and anacondas. Next, visit a small village of Yagua 
indigenous people, where your guide will explain their culture and 

BLD = BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER

ITINERARY



LAND PRICING

$3,825 (based on a minimum of 12 participants)

Cost includes meals, accommodations, and activities as indicated 
in the itinerary, in-country transportation, flights within Peru, 
full-time guide, and carbon offset.
Does not include international airfare, gratuities, or items of a 
personal nature. Holbrook can assist with your flight arrangements 
if desired.

Cost is based on double occupancy; for a single room throughout the 
trip add $575 per person. A $200 per person deposit and enrollment 
form are required by April 5, 2018 to reserve your space on the trip. 
This deposit is refundable excluding a $100 cancellation fee until 
April 30, 2018, at which time non-refundable final payment is due.

THE FINE PRINT

attract a colorful parade of hummingbirds, tanagers, and cotingas 
for great photo opportunities. Have lunch at Café Inkaterra. Late 
this afternoon depart by train back to Ollantaytambo. Be on the 
lookout for Torrent Ducks and White-capped Dippers. Have 
dinner at the hotel. Overnight at Pakaritampu Urubamba Hotel. 
(BLD)

AUGUST 11 - SACRED VALLEY
Early this morning, check out and drive to Peñas to visit the 
Peñas archaeological site. Look for special birds that occur 
here, including the Andean Condor, Sapphire-vented Puffleg, 
White-tufted Sunbeam, and Red-crested Cotinga. Continue to 
a small polylepis forest en route to Abra Malaga. These ancient 
remnant forests survive in the highlands in twisted red gnarls. 
This extremely endangered habitat harbors several sought-after 
bird species, including the Blue-mantled Thornbill, as well as 
other birds such as the Andean Flicker, Mountain Caracara, and 
Aplomado Falcon. Transfer to Sonesta Posada del Inca Yucay 
Hotel. Enjoy lunch and spend the afternoon photographing 
birds on the hotel grounds, where you may see Peruvian 
endemics like the Bearded Mountaineer and other birds like the 
Giant Hummingbird, White-bellied Hummingbird, and Rusty 
Flowerpiercer. Overnight at Sonesta Posada del Inca Yucay Hotel. 
(BLD)

AUGUST 12 - DEPART
Today begin the day very early to explore colonial Cusco and 
stop en route for birding looking for the Mountain Caracaras as 
well as to see the local community of Maras. Also stop en route 
for birding at the lakes. Before lunch take part in traditional 
Peruvian culture with a weaving activity. Enjoy a traditional lunch 
in Cusco and then transfer to the Cusco airport for your late 
afternoon flight back to Lima. Upon arrival to Lima, check in 
for your international flight. There is no hotel night included on 
this day. During your layover, you have the option to buy a ticket 
to the airport’s VIP Club located in the International Terminal. 
The ticket costs approximately $60 USD, per person, and allows 
for up to four hours of access to the VIP lounge and its services 
including: buffet (finger foods and hot/cold beverages), bar, 
WiFi, business center, toilets and showers, lockers, TV area, and a 
terrace. The price is subject to change at any time without notice. 
Space at the lounge is limited, therefore we suggest reserving your 
space in advance. Please contact Holbrook for assistance. (BL)

AUGUST 13 - ARRIVE HOME
Arrive home following your overnight flight.

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants on a group program of 10 or more participants 
traveling in 2018 or beyond. These plans help provide coverage 
once the trip has departed and offer benefits for Baggage/Personal 
Effects, Accident & Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency 
Evacuation and more. Refer to the Plan Document for more 
details. 
Optional additional coverage is available in the form of Group 
Deluxe Travel Protection and provides protection in the event 
you need to cancel your program for a covered reason, leave your 
program early, are delayed going to or returning home from 
your program, or need to change or cancel your airfare, whether 
purchased through Holbrook Travel or independently. Contact 
your Holbrook Travel specialist for more details.

TRAVEL PROTECTION

Visit holbrook.travel/simpson-pe18 or contact Stefanie Plein at 
stefanie@holbrooktravel.com or 877-910-6548.

FOR MORE INFORMATION



OPTIONAL PRE-TRIP EXTENSION
Coastal Peru: Pelagic Birds 
July 31–August 4, 2018

BLD = BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER

ITINERARY

JULY 31 - LIMA
Upon arrival in Lima, meet your guide and transfer to the hotel 
for check-in. Overnight at Best Western Miraflores.

AUGUST 1 - PARACAS
Receive a brief orientation to the program during breakfast, then 
depart early for a six- to seven-hour pelagic birding tour from 
Callao Port in Lima. A special “seafood soup” with leftovers and 
popcorn or popped rice is used as chum. It is not unusual for the 
chum to attract hundreds of birds, including a variety of storm 
petrels like Markham’s, Hornby’s, White-vented and Wilson’s; 
Waved and Salvin’s Albatrosses, Sooty Shearwater, Cape Petrel, 
Swallow-tailed and Sabine’s Gulls, Peruvian Diving-Petrel, and 
Chilean and South Polar Skuas. After the tour have lunch en route 
to Paracas. Overnight at Double Tree Hilton Paracas. (BLD)

AUGUST 2 - PARACAS
After breakfast go on a Ballestas Islands private boat ride in search 
of pelagic birds. Afterward, go to the Paracas National Reserve, 
home to coastal areas, tropical desert, and a variety of birds and 
other wildlife. This afternoon you’ll have time to relax and enjoy 
the amenities at the hotel. Overnight at Double Tree Hilton Paracas. 
(BLD)

AUGUST 3 - LIMA 
Transfer back to Lima with lunch en route. Take an overnight 
flight back home or continue to Simpson’s Nature Photography 
Ultimate Peru. (BL)

EXTENSION PRICING

$1,130 (based on a minimum of 12 participants)

Cost includes meals, accommodations, and activities as indicated 
in the itinerary, in-country transportation, full-time guide, and 
carbon offset.
Does not include international airfare, gratuities, or items of a 
personal nature. Holbrook can assist with your flight arrangements 
if desired.

Cost is based on double occupancy; for a single room throughout the 
trip extension add $315 per person. A $200 per person deposit and 
enrollment form are required by April 2, 2018 to reserve your space 
on the trip. This deposit is refundable excluding a $100 cancellation 
fee until April 27, 2018, at which time non-refundable final 
payment is due. 

THE FINE PRINT

MEET YOUR LEADERS

ANN SIMPSON
Ann Simpson is a professor at her alma mater, Lord Fairfax 
Community College, specializing in biology, anatomy, and 
physiology. She and her husband, Rob, own Simpson’s Nature 
Photography, organize nature photography and natural history 
tours around the world, and were the premiere photographers 
leading workshops in the national parks for Canon. The duo have 
also authored and provided all the photography for 19 books, 
primarily national park nature and wildflower guides, and a 
wildflower app for Farcountry Press and Falcon Guides.

ROB SIMPSON
Rob Simpson is a professor at Lord Fairfax Community College, where 
he teaches field biology courses in ornithology, botany, mycology, and 
ecology. He is program head for the Outdoor and Nature Photography 
Careers Certificate, and along with Ann, they are passionate about 
teaching professional photography techniques. Their images have been 
published in hundreds of magazines including National Geographic, 
Time, Audubon, and National Wildlife. Their books and photos have 
won numerous awards, and on the natural history tours they coach 
participants on how to bring home award-winning photos.


